Thursday April 28th, 2022

From the Principal
I hope everyone had a wonderful Easter break. It was great to see everyone
back with a smile ready for another big term at Wangala Primary
School. Despite being a short term of only nine weeks, we have quite a bit
happening, so make sure you keep an eye on the calendar and Compass for
any important information.
Some of our Year Four students are on camp in Anglesea with Mrs Sobczynski at
the moment with a packed schedule of exciting events and activities including
a ‘bush tucker’ walk and surfing. They might even get to visit the Great Ocean
Road Chocolaterie! Thanks to Mrs Sobczynski for giving up her time outside
school hours to attend the camp. It’s a huge ask to be away from your own
family for this time, and I’m sure the community will thank you for this.
In a few weeks time our Year Three and Year Five students will be sitting the
NAPLAN assessment with their peers across Australia. This is the first year that
students at Wangala Primary School will be completing their NAPLAN
assessments online, and we have been working with this year's students on how
to complete this assessment in this format. Our students complete online
assessments at all levels, so this is not an unfamiliar task, although we know that
often NAPLAN can cause some students anxiety, due to the pressures put on this
through the media. In this instance, please assure your children that this is
nothing to be worried about and it is like any normal school activity.
This term the school will be undertaking a school review. This occurs every four
years and sets goals for the school to work towards. The staff and I have been
reviewing data from the previous years and reflecting on the achievements
across the school. We have much to celebrate and I invite you to input into a
reflection by completing the survey sent out through Compass. Thanks to those
that have already responded to this survey. At the end of May, we will have our
review days and will then set goals for the next school review. We will share
these with you when they are developed.

Steven King
Principal

Friday 29th April
District Cross
Country
Tuesday 3rd May
Deakin University
Science whole
school session
Thursday 5th May
Variety Activate
Day for selected
students
Friday 6th May
School Assembly
Monday 9th May –
Friday 13th May
Naplan
Friday, 13th May
School Assembly
Friday, 20th May
Narana Excursion
Monday 23rd –
Friday 27th May
Scholastic Book Fair
Thursday 26th May
School Photos
Monday 13th June
Queens Birthday
Public Holiday
Tuesday 14th June
Curriculum Day –
student free day

This week the year 5 students had a visit from Michelle
from BATforce who will be working with them every
Wednesday for an hour. This week we used playing
cards to complete a fun workout with the students.
Next week it will be boxing which should be lots of fun.
We will be working with them on fitness activities and
building their leadership capabilities.

The Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge is now open and
Wangala is excited to be participating.
The Challenge is open to all Victorian children in recognition
of the importance of reading for literacy development. It is
not a competition; but a personal challenge for children to
read a set number of books by 2 September 2022.
Children from Prep to Year 2 are encouraged to read or
‘experience’ 30 books with their parents and teachers.
Children from Year 3 to Year 10 are challenged to read 15
books.

All children who meet the Challenge will receive a
certificate of achievement signed by the Victorian Premier
and former Premiers.
All Wangala students are encouraged to participate, your
child will bring home a challenge checklist to record their
books.
For more information about the Victorian Premiers’ Reading
Challenge, visit: https://www.vic.gov.au/premiers-readingchallenge

Hands on learning (HoL) will commence again next Tuesday the 3rd of May. Our construction group
will work on building individualised toolboxes before beginning the planning phase of our whole
group yarning circle project. The yarning circle will be constructed under trees at the bottom of the
oval on Kidman Avenue. This project will tie in nicely with our inquiry subject for this term, focused on
Indigenous Culture.
Our veggie garden continues to be the gift that keeps on giving, producing an abundance of
vegetables and herbs that we will use in our HoL cafe. There will be no HoL cafe on Tuesday the 3rd
of May, our chefs will be creating something special for Mother’s day instead!
Craft materials
Our lunchtime activities have grown in popularity recently with many students engaging in our weekly
sewing classes. If you have any unwanted materials, lace, buttons, knitting needles etc… at home,
please consider donating them so that we can boost our crafting supplies!

On Tuesday we were lucky enough to be visited by some Deakin University Science Students that
did some science experiments and activities with us. In the group we were in we learnt about
chemical reactions. We used some vinegars, bi-carb soda and a bottle and Balloon. We place
vinegar in a bottle and added some bi-card soda into the balloon. We slowly tipped the bi-card
soda into the water bottle which cause the vinegar to fizz and the balloon amazingly filled up with
air. It was loads of fun.
Lily and Airlie

A few of our
grade fours are
currently
enjoying
their
camp
in
Anglesea
at
Coastal
Forest
Lodge with Mrs
Sobczynski.
Activities have
included surfing,
bushwalking,
surfing,
bush
dancing and a
visit to the Great
Ocean
Road
Chocolatier!
They have had
great
weather
and from all
reports
are
having a great
time.

