Thursday November 11th, 2021

Well done to our swimmers for making it through two tiresome
weeks! We were really lucky to have the opportunity to do our
swimming lessons at this stage in the year with the lead up to our
summer. I enjoyed a few visits down to the pool and it has been
fantastic to see the confidence build in many of our students! There
has been great persistence and resilience when faced with this
challenge.
Our first prep transition was last Wednesday with our new students
engaged in some fun activities in the classroom with Miss Margetts,
while I entertained the parents who enjoyed a cuppa and a chat
outside. We’re very excited to welcome our new students and look
forward to their next visit on Thursday, 18th November, when they will
be visiting the art room for some fun activities.
Vaccination and School Visitors
With new regulations in place, visitors to any Victorian school must
show proof of your vaccination status in order to enter school
buildings, unless you can show a medical exemption. This is a
requirement for all visitors to the school in almost all
circumstances. Please be prepared to show this upon entry to the
administration. If you are unvaccinated without exemption and you
need to meet with the school for any reason, you will be provided
with a video link to hold the meeting virtually. This will ensure that you
do not miss out on the ability to communicate with us about your
child’s needs, learning and wellbeing.
COVID Contract Tracing and Planning for Potential Closures
No doubt you will have heard of schools in the Geelong area which
have been declared a closed site, or where classes have had to
isolate due to an exposure. While we are doing everything, we can
to avoid this, and we know you are doing the same, we are also
preparing for the possibility that this may occur at Wangala Primary
School.

Thursday 18th November
Pirate Day
Friday 19th November
Curriculum Day – no students at school
Friday 10th December
‘Glasses For Kids’ assessment onsite for Prep
– Year Three

Next Friday,
19th November
is a Curriculum
Day. Our
School will not
be open!

Please be aware that if a closure is announced and you are
required to isolate and test, we will communicate as much detail
around the closure requirements with you, rather than the
Department of Health. While they will contact some families,
many of you as Primary Close Contacts will only hear from the
school. We will do everything we can to support you during these
times and provide you with the most up-to-date and accurate
information that we can.

Beginning in 2022, Wangala Primary School
is pleased to be offering an ‘Outside School
Hours Care’ service!
We will be sending out information shortly
about the service including the costs
involved and what we will be offering.
We are very lucky to received an OSHC
Establishment Grant to help this happen.

Please make sure that you notify us if your child has been to an
exposure site or is a close contact of a positive case. It is essential
that we can respond quickly as a school to ensure we follow
protocols and minimise risk.
Keep up the great efforts and remind and support your child to
wear their masks as this has been identified by the Department of
Health as one of the key factors that has reduced closures in
schools, and we are keen to do everything we can to stay open.
Steven King

If you haven't already returned your consent forms for Taekwondo please do so ASAP. The first session is next
Wednesday the 17th of November and we are heading to the Dojang by bus, so permission needs to be given.
This experience has been funded by the Schools Sporting Grant so there will be no cost. Elite Taekwondo will be
running these sessions. They are a very experienced organisation, who offer Martial Arts training for all ages in a
safe, encouraging and friendly environment. This is a fantastic opportunity for the students. I can’t wait to see
them in action. Going to the Dojang for the first and last session will be a highlight so please return the permission
forms to ensure your child is able to travel on the bus and take part in this wonderful opportunity.

A reminder that Pirate Day is this coming
Thursday, 18th November! We have
some very exciting activities lined up for
our pirates with some special pirate treats
to help celebrate. See the poster on the
next page.

Our HoL time has been cut short the
past two weeks due to the swimming
program,
however
that
hasn’t
stopped us getting stuck into some of
our ongoing projects!
Our HoL construction hub area is slowly
transforming with lots of tidying up
being completed by both our students
and local Rotary club volunteers.
Some students are working on
individual projects such as timber
chairs and bird houses, others are
assisting with the upkeep of our
vegetable gardens.
Our garden beds are flourishing with
the recent rain and warm weather,
there are an abundance of sunflower
and marigold seedlings starting to
shoot through!
On Tuesday the 16th of November the
HoL café will commence serving lunch
again, with a basic ham/salad
sandwich and a choc-chip muffin on
the menu. Students will be able to
select their desired sandwich fillings (list
below) much like Subway! If your child
is unlikely to eat a sandwich, then
please pack them lunch as per usual.
This lunch is on us! Student’s are not
required to pay.
Sandwich fillings include:
• Ham
• Cheese
• Lettuce
• Tomato
• Grated Carrot
• Margarine
• Mayonnaise

It’s been really great to see so many kids participating in ‘Morning
Lap Club' on a Thursday (8:40am - 8:55am). It's such a great way
to start the day and I have enjoyed my regular morning chats with
all of our participants. Special mention goes out to Archie who is
there giving his best every week. Well done!

A big congratulations to Miss
Margetts
who
recently
got
engaged! What an exciting time in
your life. We wish you and your
fiancé all the best!

Drummond Street Services are offering a free online seminar to
support families who are navigating the move from primary to
secondary school. The session, ‘The Next Big Step’ will be held on
Tuesday, November 23rd from 6.30 - 8.00pm online and will
explore the role of parents/carers in promoting their young
person’s social and emotional wellbeing and building their
resilience to support and navigate this significant change. To
book
visit
the
Drummond
Street
Service
website
https://ds.org.au/events/transition-to-secondary-school-seminar/

The juniors have been very creative in the
STEAM room using some of our new LEGO
and an amazing construction tool called
Make-Do, which can be used to join
cardboard to make all sorts of
constructions!

It has been wonderful to see so
many children taking part in the
swimming lessons over the last two
weeks. In such a short time their skills
and confidence have shown
amazing growth. We were very
fortunate to secure this opportunity
considering all the events that have
been missed in the last two years.
The children have done a great job
in how they have conducted
themselves in getting on and off
buses and participating respectfully
in lessons this week. Well done. Also
thankyou to the teachers who have
been very flexible with their
timetables, as well as their recess
and lunch-time duties to allow for
this to happen.
This experience will come in very
useful for an end of year excursion
in the last week of term. More
details to come soon!

A massive thank you to Sarah and Ho Man, pre-service
Occupational Therapists from Deakin University, who have
been placed at Wangala Primary School since the beginning
of term. They wrap up their seven-week placement next
week. Thanks for the amazing work you’ve done with our
students!

