I am very proud to be the Acting Principal of Wangala (Wahn-GAH-la) Primary School and
to welcome you to our wonderful community. We are a community minded school and
live into our values of caring, respectful, community minded, and future focused.
Wangala Primary School is a vibrant learning community that has much to offer. Together,
we can help the young people in our community experience success, develop self-esteem,
and participate actively in the life of their school and beyond.
We have high expectations of all our learners and ensure every student is provided with the
opportunity to grow and reach their individual potential.
We know that starting school can be both a daunting yet exiting time for you and your
child. Our aim is to make your transition into our school as smooth as possible to ensure your
child thrives from day one.
Closer to the end of the 2021 school year we will be hosting a number of transition days to
help your child to become familiar with their new school. See the dates further on in this
document.
Though a new school in name, Wangala Primary School has actively served the local
community for the last fifty years and will continue to serve proudly for many more.
I look forward to our journey together in developing your child into the best version of
themselves!
Regards,
Steven King
Acting Principal
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present and emerging.
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School Day Timetable

Victorian School Holidays 2022
Start Date

End Date

Term 1

31st January

8th April

Term 2

26th April

24th June

Term 3

11th July

16th September

Term 4

3rd October

20th December

9.45am
9.00am
11.00am
11.30am
1.00pm
1.15pm
1.45pm
3.15pm

Breakfast Club
Class commences
Recess
Class resumes
Students eat lunch
Lunch Break
Class resumes
Dismissal

Please be aware that staff are not
on duty until 8.45am and only until
3.30pm. Students who arrive before
8.45am and are not collected
before 3.30pm are unsupervised.

The First Month for Prep Students

Our name ‘Wangala’ comes from the Wadawurrung word
meaning ‘to make good’. As we transition into our new name
you may see some reference to Oberon South Primary School
in some communications, especially those direct from the
Department of Education and Training.
Oberon South Primary School has served the local community
for fifty years, and we acknowledge the importance it holds
as a special part of many lives over this time.
Just like many who attended Oberon South, we hope the
name Wangala brings warm memories for many years to
come.

During the first week of school, Prep
students finish their school day early
(time TBA). Students should bring their
play lunch to school, then have their
lunch at home. You do not need to
pack a lunch for this week.
For the month of February Prep
students are not required to attend
school
on
Wednesdays.
On
Wednesdays in February, our Prep staff
assess students one-on-one to learn
more about your child’s strengths.
Your child’s teacher will coordinate
time with you during the first week of
school.

It is our hope that we live up to our name, Wangala, and the meaning ‘to make good’, and create the best
possible individuals, ready to face an unknown future, while being confident and caring members of our local
community.

Our hope is that everyone is caring,
that we connect with others, respecting
human dignity and responding with
compassion. We aim for everyone to
be active listeners and be emotionally
present, providing support when others
need it.

To be respectful we hope that
everyone accepts others for who
they are, even when we don’t agree
with them. We believe respect is
built on trust, safety, and wellbeing.
Respecting oneself is also of the utmost
importance.

Being community minded is to make
a positive contribution, whether it be
our local school community, our wider
local community or on a global scale.
We aim to create individuals who
explore issues and are actively
involved in change for the good.

We aim to prepare students for
a future unknown, developing the
skills and strategies of each individual
to navigate new paths in their life.
This involves reflecting on past actions
and decisions, and thinking forward to
endless possibilities and new and
exciting opportunities to be explored.

Excursions, Incursions and Camps
Permission forms are sent home with families
prior to your child participating in any activity.
Permission forms must be signed and returned to
the school. Verbal permission is not permitted.
Forms and payments should be returned by the
due date to avoid your child missing out on any
opportunity. These should be sent to the school
in a sealed envelope, clearly marked with your
child’s name, class and reason for payment.
Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund
Families holding a
valid means-tested
concession card, or temporary foster parents
are eligible to apply for the Camps, Sports and
Excursions Fund (CSEF) which provides
payments for eligible students to attend
activities like school camps or excursions,
swimming, and school organised sports
programs. Payments are made directly to the
school and are attached to the student.

Seesaw
Our teachers use an app called Seesaw to
communicate between the classroom and
home easily. On this platform we share photos
of what the class is doing, student work,
assessment pieces, and reminders about what is
coming up at the school. You will receive login
information from your child’s teacher in the first
weeks of school.

Compass
Compass is the whole school communication
platform we use to share information from the
office. This includes the newsletter, reminders
and updates. Families are provided with their
own personal login details and are required to
download the app on their phone or device.
Compass is also used for you to notify the school
of any absence from school, and to access your
child’s reports.

Swimming Program
Wangala Primary School students undertake an
intensive swimming program in Term Four each
year. We are fortunate to hold our program at
this time in the year, preparing our students to
be water safe leading into the summer period.
School Photos
Each year class photos, individual and sibling
portraits
are
taken
by
professional
photographers. An information sheet is sent
home that includes your child’s specific code
and ordering/payment instructions. Ordering
and secure payment is completed through the
photographer’s website.
Personal Items
Students like to bring special toys and other
personal property to school. The Department of
Education and Training reminds families that
they do not accept responsibility for any loss or
damage to personal items brought to school.

At Wangala Primary School, we follow a School Wide Positive Behaviour Supports (SWPBS) program. SWPBS is
a framework that helps to develop positive, safe, supportive, and inclusive behaviours for the whole school
community.
SWPBS practices and interventions have been designed using research and evidence that have been
demonstrated to be effective. Introducing, modelling, and reinforcing positive social behaviour is an
important step in a students’ educational experience.
Teaching behavioural expectations and
acknowledging students for following them is a more positive approach than waiting for misbehaviour to
occur before responding.
Wangala Primary School has developed a ‘School Wide Positive Behaviour Matrix’ with the whole community
which is displayed prominently throughout the school. This matrix clearly states the behaviours we expect of
all our students in all settings. The behaviour expectations have been grouped in accordance to showing
respect, taking responsibility, and acting safely.

When Things Go Wrong…
Sometimes things can go wrong. This is a
part of being human. At Wangala Primary
School we talk about ‘A choices’ and ‘B
choices’, and that sometimes we can make
a ‘B choice’, which often leads to people
being unhappy. Concentrating on the
choice, we say that we can at any stage
‘make our way back to A’ through a more
positive ‘A choice’. Framing choices in this
way avoid language such as poor, bad or
negative, and focus on the ability to always
make a choice with better outcomes.

Using your WITS
We believe it is essential
to equip our students with
the tools to deal with
issues independently and
teach them to use their
WITS.
This
simple
framework helps each
students to navigate
tricky conflicts with their
peers in a respectful and
safe way.

alk away
gnore
alk it out

eek help

If your child
misses…

That
equals…

Which is…

And over 13 years
of schooling
that’s…

Which means the
best your child
might perform is…

1 day per
fortnight

20 days
per year

4 weeks
per year

Nearly 1.5
years

Equal to
finishing Year 11

1 day per
week

40 days
per year

8 weeks
per year

Over 2.5
years

Equal to
finishing Year 10

2 days per
week

80 days
per year

16 weeks
per year

Over 5
years

Equal to
finishing Year 7

3 days per
week

120 days
per year

24 weeks
per year

Nearly 8
years

Equal to
finishing Year 4

Absences
One- or two-days absence may not seem
much, but what is the real cost? The above
infographic provides alarming evidence of
why every day in school counts.
However, if your child is unwell, the best place
for them is at home to rest and recover
quickly.
Whenever your child is absent, please
contact the absence line in the morning by
phoning the school and selecting the
appropriate option. If we have not heard
from you there will be a follow up SMS,
followed by a phone call from the office.

Student Free Days
The first day of the school year is allocated as a
student free day. This means students do not
attend on this day. On student free days, staff
participate in professional development
sessions, report writing, and planning on or off
site. These days are valuable for our staff to
extend their knowledge and bring new ideas to
our community to benefit your child’s learning
opportunities. We will provide you with ample
notice of these days which will be set
throughout the school year.

Wangala Primary School offer a
thorough transition program into the
school for our pre-school friends.
Invitations are sent to school events in
the later part of the year, and we
have a formal transition program of
four sessions in Term Four. Each of
these sessions grow in duration and
offer new students an opportunity to
try lots of different things and be
familiar with the school setting.
At the same time, we offer parents
and carers transition sessions to help
our new families to become familiar
with the way our school operates, and
to best prepare you for our journey
ahead. Part of this includes getting to
know other parents and carers to
foster great relationships.

Come and Play
Before your child starts school, spend
time at the school playing on the
playground, on the oval and our courts
to help your child be familiar with the
school. Talk to your child about the
different rooms that they have visited
during their transition, especially their
classroom. Also talk to them about
being safe in different parts of school,
especially on Kidman Avenue.

Preparing for School
- Encourage your child to look forward to school by
emphasising the positive aspects of their new experience.
- Be prepared and have everything ready.
- Have a practice run of getting dressed, packing the bag,
identifying snack and lunch, opening lunch boxes and water
bottles.
- Talk through the daily routine – arrive at school, activities in
the room, followed by lunch time, more activities in the room
and then home time.
- Role play some ‘what if?’ situations. What if you can’t find a
friend at playtime? What if you can’t open your lunchbox?
What if you need to go to the toilet? What if you feel sick?
School Readiness
Some simple activities you can do to help your child be
ready for school are;
- Read to you child and use books as a pleasurable daily
shared activity.
- Make everyday things an exploration of language – ask
your child questions, listen carefully to their answers and
encourage your child to ask why.
- Encourage your child’s natural curiosity – do different things
with them, encourage them to try different ways of doing
things. Make a walk to the park a nature tour.
- Encourage your child to learn to dress and undress
independently, and to use the toilet appropriately.
- Make sure the child has pencils and a supply of paper to
draw and write on, and always praise their efforts..
Encourage your child to mix with other children in different
supervised activities so they learn to socialise with their
peers, take turns and share their toys and books.

Clothing
We recommend that you encourage your child to take care
of and be responsible for their own belongings. Teach them
to manage their uniform, and think about ease for your child,
such as purchasing Velcro, pull on or buckle shoes if they are
not able to manage shoe laces. Teach them how to use zips
and buttons, and most of all, name all of their uniform!
Most of all, make sure you name your child’s clothing!

Saying Goodbye
It is important to establish routines for the drop off at school.
The front of the school drop-off zone, including the bus bay
drive through, is supervised from 8.45am each morning. You
can pull into the drive through to drop your child off, but it is
asked that you don’t park there, or linger too long to stop the
flow of drop off traffic. To help build your child’s confidence,
you may like to walk your child into the school and up to the
classroom door. Please park along Kidman Avenue and walk
up in this instance. When you say goodbye, tell your child
you’ll be back at home time and remind them of the
arrangements. Say goodbye with a hug, kiss or a wave and
then leave. Be firm and loving.
When you Return
Try to maintain a predictable pick-up schedule. Avoid asking
your child, ‘Did you miss me?’ or ‘I missed you’, especially for
tentative children. Share your child’s enthusiasm and re-telling
of their school experiences, positively. Establish goodbye
routines with the teacher and classmates with a, ‘We’ll see you
tomorrow morning’, and leave with your child.

A Sense of Responsibility
Please remember that a child’s reliability in looking after
belongings, taking home messages etc. doesn’t automatically
develop upon starting school. It will develop as children are
encouraged to take a greater role in looking after themselves
and their belongings at home and school

Independence
Children in Prep will be encouraged to individually and in
groups, tackle new tasks without fearing failure (risk taking),
and to learn from errors as well as from successes: solving
problems individually and with others; making decisions: to
analyse, evaluate and to take action and use a develop
range of thinking skills. By allowing your child to tackle
something for themselves and solve their difficulties, you are
encouraging
the
growth
of
independence
and
resourcefulness.

No Friends to Play With
Focus on the positives, wait for your child to volunteer
information on ‘happenings’ at school. Allow time for children
to assess the new situation. Ask your child about the work they
did, or what was enjoyable. Wait for information about
friendships and avoid asking, ‘who did you play with today?’,
as this can increase anxieties. Students play together and then
will play with multiple groups and individuals. Wait for
information about friendships. When your child is ready to
make friends, you will be the first to know!

Breakfast Club
We’re sure you’ve heard it before,
breakfast is the most important meal of
the day. Wangala Primary School hosts
Breakfast Club each morning which is a
chance for students to often come
together and socialise before the day
starts, but also to energise before learning
commences. This is open from 8.45am
each morning and everyone is welcome.
Brain Food
At 10.00am children have a break from
lessons and eat a piece of fresh fruit or a
portion of vegetables provided by
parents. This helps to feed the brain and
keeps students energised for learning.
Play Lunch Arrangements
Most children are hungry by morning
recess at 11.00am, and enjoy a small
snack e.g., sultanas, cheese stick, piece
of fruit etc. To help your child understand
the difference between play lunch and
lunch, wrap them separately. Children
are under constant supervision by staff
members on yard duty, during playtime.
Other Points to Remember
- Your child’s lunch should be in a clearly
named lunchbox
- Drinks must be in a clearly named
unbreakable container.
- Think about the accessibility of
packaging for your children.
- Explain and practise at home before
starting school the order of eating food
e.g., start with sandwiches, then sweater
snacks, followed by fruit.
Eating
The teacher cannot be expected to
miraculously change a reluctant eater’s
habits – we can only supervise and
discourage wastage of food, establish
acceptable eating habits and order of
eating lunch.
The amount of food
provided by you should be based on
experience of your child’s eating habits.
Uneaten food will be returned to home
each day in lunch boxes, which may
provide an indication of ‘too much’ or
‘too
little’
and
individual
food
preferences.
Water
We encourage our students to keep
hydrated during the day. Each child will
require a pop-top style of water bottle
they can open independently and
clearly named. Only water should be
provided to students.

The Crying Child
We know how stressful it can be to parents and carers if children are reluctant to be separated from them;
however, in our experience children always settle into activities after the parents or carer has left. Your child
will need to understand that going to school is part of the process of growing up, and we must help them to
navigate this.
There are three areas that should remain constant:
- Unless your child is genuinely ill, resist letting your child stay home with you ‘just this once’. This can
lead your child to think that school attendance is a matter of choice. Be firm and don’t let in.
- Get your child to school on time. Being late can be unsettling for children, as they miss the important
morning routines and settling into the school day. This can also be disruptive to the classroom.
- Make sure you’re there ready for pick up at the end of the day in your agreed place. If you are
running late, let the school know so we can prepare your child and avoid any potential stress
Don’t hesitate to talk to us if your child is struggling with this new adjustment in their lives. We’re here to support
you to help settle your child into their new school routine.

Assessment
During February, your child will not attend
school each Wednesday, which will be a day
set aside for our prep teacher to assess each
new student one-on-one.
This allows our
teacher to know the entry abilities and skills of
your child, and to help us begin teaching them
at their point-of-need.
You will be allocated an assessment time
during one of these Wednesdays to attend
with your child. More information will be
provided early in the school year.
We encourage you to share any reports, or
assessments you have on your child to help us
understand your child’s starting point better.
Parent and Carer Expectations
We understand that parents and carers have high
expectations for successful outcomes for their children
as they begin school. Wangala Primary School believes
that learning takes place through encouragement,
shared responsibilities and allowing children to make
choices and decisions.
Together, parents and carers and the school can
provide the support and encouragement needed to
make your child’s introduction to school a positive and
enjoyable one.
The school recognises and respects the wide range of
abilities and skills of children and plans for the child to
develop physically, socially, emotionally, and
intellectually. Show interest, ask questions, be ready to
see their work when they wish to show it, share their
reading with them, but be careful that you do not
become over-concerned. Come to us with any
questions about your child.

Accidents at School
Many of our staff are Level Two First Aid trained.
Our staff are vigilant and on duty every recess
and lunch time.
From time-to-time students may sustain a bump
or a knock from their activities. We will supply
students with basic assistance. When a student
is ill or suffers a minor accident, you will be
notified, and your child may need to be
collected from school. All minor accidents are
recorded in a register at the school.

Buddies
Your child will be allocated a buddy from our
senior classroom. They will meet with formally
each week to do simple, fun activities
together, and will also be one of the ‘go to’
people for your child in the yard and when
things go wrong.

Personalised Learning
At Wangala Primary School, each child works at their own level with
learning goals in Reading, Writing and Mathematics, which are their
‘next steps’ in learning. A rigorous assessment routine allows our
teachers to best plan for individual learning, differentiating our learning
in the classroom so that each child is achieving at their own level.

English
Each morning starts with sessions in reading and writing, beginning our
daily routine.
As your child begins to develop their abilities in reading, they will be
taught to select ‘just right’ books, and to understand what it means to
be an independent reader. We guide students to become aware of
their thinking as they read, and to monitor and track their understanding
of their reading as they ‘learn to read’ and eventually ‘read to learn’.
In our early years, we utilise decodable readers which supports them to
read as they develop their knowledge of phonics, providing them with
books they can read.
We aim ot develop writers who are successful communicators who can
gather, organise, and plan their thoughts into purposeful writing pieces.
Paired with our development of phonemic knowledge in reading,
students begin to utilise phonics to develop their writing.

Auslan
Auslan
(Australian
Sign
Language) is the studied
language at Wangala Primary
School. Our children will be
introduced to the world of sign
language,
where
fundamental communication
skills are acquired, including
greetings, and the Auslan
finger spelling alphabet. The
exploration of deaf society
and inclusion of people with
disability is also a wonderful
learning
experience
that
children delve into.

Inquiry
Our students undertake inquiry
lessons where they explore
and question the world
around them, focusing on
‘how they know’ rather than
‘what they know’, all while
problem
solving
and
developing inquiry skills.

Kitchen Garden Program
Real life learning provides
students with authentic learning
experiences in both literacy and
numeracy, which is why we you
will regularly see our students
engaged in our ‘Kitchen Garden
Program.’
Not only is it
rewarding, but a delicious
experience too!

Mathematics
Developing mathematical knowledge and skills that students can draw
on in their future lives is the aim of our mathematical teaching and
learning. We plan open-ended, differentiated tasks and investigations
that encourage students to explore a range of different problem-solving
strategies and concrete materials to demonstrate their thinking. We aim
to link these to real-life scenarios to make learning relevant and engaging.
Our Specialist Subjects
At Wangala Primary School we offer four specialist subjects, with Music,
Art, STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and Mathematics)
and Physical Education taught by our specialist teachers.
Our Music and Art lessons allow students to develop their creative talents,
expressing their ideas and encouraging individual student pathways and
passions.
STEAM aims to develop critical and creative problem solving in students,
to build in them a curiosity around how things work, based around a
design cycle.
Physical Education is an important subject to help develop the whole
child. Focus on Fundamental motor skills in our early years of schooling
helps students to engage in focused sporting pursuits later in their lives.

